BYLAW 2024-32

A BYLAW OF WHEATLAND COUNTY IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA TO IMPOSE PENALTIES
ON UNPAID CURRENT TAXES, TAX ARREARS, AND PAYMENT PROGRAMS

WHEREAS pursuant to sections 344 and 345 of the Municipal Government Act, R.S.A. 2000,
c. M-26 (MGA) and amendments thereto, Council may impose penalties on unpaid taxes at
the rates set out in a bylaw;

AND WHEREAS pursuant to section 340 of the MGA, Council wishes to allow taxpayers to
pay taxes imposed under the MGA by way of installments;

AND WHEREAS Council wishes to establish the terms under which taxes may be
paid in installments;

NOW THEREFORE the Council of Wheatland County enacts as
follows:

Title

1. This Bylaw may be cited as the Penalty, Tax Installment Payment Program (TIPP)
and Auto Payment Withdrawal Option (APWO) Bylaw.

Purpose

2. The purpose of this bylaw is to establish:

(a) the due dates for payment of taxes;

(b) the rates of penalty to be imposed for failure to pay taxes by the due date;
(c) the terms under which taxes may be paid in installments;

(d) deemed date of payment for mailed and bank payments.

Penalties

3. Property Taxes are due and payable on June 30" each year, as shown on the
notice. Late payment penalties for current taxes and arrears will be levied as
follows:

(a) On the 1% day of July, a penalty of five percent (5%) will be applied to the
total taxes remaining unpaid.

(b) On the 1%t day of December, a penalty of five percent (5%) will be applied to
the total taxes remaining unpaid.

(c) Any partial year’s property taxes levied during the current year are due thirty
(30) days from the date of mailing of the subsequent tax notice. Any
amounts unpaid after the due date are subject to a penalty of 5%,
commencing the first day of the calendar month following the due date.

(d) Adjustments to monthly installments may occur to reflect changes in the
assessed value, tax rate, or other amounts deemed recoverable as taxes (e.g.,
unpaid utilities and any applicable items under MGA s, 553).

(e) No penalties will be applied to accounts in good standing under the TIPP
program.

(f) Non-receipt of a tax notice does not exempt property owners from their
responsibility to pay taxes on time (MGA s. 337).

Tax Penalty Deadlines and Rates

Tax Type Tax Due Date -(r::pliieer:'lacl:: outstanding balance)
Current and Arrears - first penalty June 30t 5% on July 1t

Current and Arrears - second penalty November 30™ | 5% on December 1%

Partial year property taxes - 30 days after 5% on first day of calendar month
[see section 2(c) above] date of mailing | following the due date
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Tax Installment Payment Program (TIPP)

4, A taxpayer may pay taxes monthly for the current year, subject to the following
terms and conditions:

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)
(8)

(h)

(i)

Taxpayers wishing to enroll must submit a completed application found on
the County website. The application includes the taxpayer’s signature and
void cheque or other documentation that would allow the County to use
the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) process. Applications must be received
on or before the 15* day of the month.

Taxpayers are ineligible to re-enroll if they previously exited the program
within the past two (2) calendar years.

Enroliment begins January 15 each year provided the prior years taxes, local
improvement taxes, tax arrears and penalties are fully paid on or before
December 31% of the preceding year.

Taxpayers may enroll in the program to pay property taxes and local
improvement taxes in equal monthly installments, structured as follows:

i) For the first six (6) months of the year: Monthly payments will be
equal to one-twelfth {1/12) of the previous year’s total tax levy.

ii) Forthe last six (6) months of the year: Monthly payments will be
equal to one-sixth (1/6) of the remaining balance of the current
year’s tax levy after deducting the payments made in the first six
{6) months.

Taxpayers joining after June 30™ must pay the 5% penalty on unpaid

taxes. The penalty will be included when calculating the monthly

payment.

The County reserves the right to cancel enroliment if a payment is missed and
not rectified within 15 days.

Taxpayers who are on the monthly TIPP program and whose tax account is in
good standing, are exempt from Section 344 and 345 of the Municipal
Government Act.

The amount of the payments will be recalculated twice a year, in July and
January, and the County shall advise the taxpayer in writing of any changes in
the amount of the payments to be made.

Any adjustments (e.g. tax rate changes) will be reflected in future instaliment
amounts, and the taxpayers will be notified.

Auto Payment Withdrawal Option (APWO) for Arrears (or “Tax Agreement”)

5. A taxpayer who is in tax arrears with the municipality may request to pay tax arrears,
current taxes, and estimated future taxes and penalties in installments, pursuant to a
tax agreement.

(a)

(b)

(c)

A request for installments under section 5 may be approved by the
municipality within the provisions of the MGA, provided that the following
conditions have been satisfied:

i} The Taxpayer shall complete and sign a tax agreement and any forms
prescribed by the municipality, so that the municipality may collect
installment payments by way of preauthorized debit from the Taxpayer’s
chosen account.

iy The Taxpayer shall undertake to pay all taxes pursuant to the Tax Arrears
Payment Agreement and its provisions, on a monthly installment basis
over a term not exceeding thirty-six (36) months.

Tax arrears include an amount upon which penalties can be assessed, which
consists of unpaid taxes, penalties, and utility arrears that have been
transferred to the tax roll.

Taxpayers cannot enroll in the TIPP program until arrears are paid in their
entirety.

Receipt of Payments
6. The effective date of a tax payment is dependent on the method of payment:



(a) Tax payments sent by mail to Wheatland County are considered received on
the date of the postmark stamped on the envelope.

(b) Tax payments made through a financial institution are considered received
on the date the payment was made through the financial institution.

Penalties and Charges

7. Penalties and service fees will be managed as follows:

(a) No penalties will be charged on TIPP participants for unpaid taxes, if in good
standing.

(b) An account is not in goad standing if the EFT process fails, or the taxpayer
fails to comply with TIPP terms and conditions.

(c) When an account is no longer in good standing, penalties will be applied to
all the outstanding taxes.

(d) The taxpayer may be charged a service fee each time the EFT process fails as
set out in the Master Schedule of Fees.

(e) Payments are considered to have failed when the taxpayer’s bank notifies
the County that a fund transfer will not be processed.

Termination of TIPP or APWO Program

8. The following provisions will guide the circumstances in which monthly payment
programs may be terminated.

(a) Termination of TIPP

i) After the 15th of the month, if a taxpayer’s enrolment is no longer
in good standing, it may be cancelled.

ii) A taxpayer may cancel at any time, provided that electronic
notification of the cancellation form, found on the County website,
has been provided no less than 15 days in advance of the next
payment date.

iii) When a program is cancelled, penalties will be applied to the
outstanding balance of the taxes. Any balance outstanding on the
tax roll, inclusive of a penalty, shall immediately be due and
payable.

{b) Termination of APWO (Tax Agreement)

i) Ifthe Landowner fails to make a payment contemplated by the
Agreement on or before the date it is required;

ii) Upon written request of the Landowner;

iii) If the Landowner provides notice they have filed for, or are placed in
bankruptcy;

iv) If the Landowner provides notice, another party is taking legal
proceedings in respect of the Property;

v) If the Landowner fails to pay for charges related to utilities or other
costs identified under section 553(1) of the Municipal Government
Act that may be added to a tax roll as property taxes.

Termination of TIPP or APWO Program

9. Each provision of this Bylaw is independent of all other provisions. If any provision of
this Bylaw is declared invalid for any reason by a court of competent authority, all
other provisions of this Bylaw will remain valid and enforceable.

Repeal

10. Bylaw 2022-17 is hereby repealed upon the passing and sighing of Bylaw-2024-32.



Effective Date

11. This Bylaw comes into full force and effect upon third and final reading.

READ A FIRST TIME this 18" day of February, 2025.
READ A SECOND TIME this 18* day of February, 2025.

READ A THIRD TIME AND PASSED this 18" day of February, 2025.
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Reeve
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Brian Henderson
Chief Administrative Officer



